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plight? Millions of her children got one meal a day and that too consisted
of but bread and salt. There were no vegetables, etc., to partake. Gould they
honestly say that their motherland gave them protection? They were the un-
worthy children of the motherland.
A Hindu from Peshawar who stood six feet high had come to him and
complained that frontier Mohammedans molested their women. Why had he
not died defending his women? Only that morning someone had told him
something which in effect amounted to this that he (Mahatma Gandhi) was mad
if he sought the friendship of Muslims. His reply was that he desired Muslim
friendship because he had courage. If one Mohammedan did something wicked,
it was not right to ban the whole class. Similar was the case with Hindus who
were guilty of Dyerism in regard to untouchables. If Mohammedans in the Punjab
were more than fifty per cent, Hindus need not be afraid of them. Hindus
did not want to play false towards Mussulmans; then why need they be afraid
of the latter? All ancient teaching pointed out that virtue was the reward of
virtue and treachery should be met with more treachery. All had taught the
same lesson whether Dayanand1 or Ramanuja or Madhva. If Hindus wanted
to deal honestly they need fear none. The same applied to Mohammedans and
Sikhs.
Lalaji had said towards the close of his speech that the time was coming
before December next when probably he (Mahatmaji) and Lalaji himself and,
others would be arrested. In that case they should not indulge in incendiarism
and the cutting of rails, they should not cast an evil eye on an English lady,
nor go on hartal. Such conduct on their part would mean that they were
cowards. The true hero is he who remains peaceful and non-violent. They
should restrain their anger, each one of them should be a leader unto him-
self. Then swaraj was attained. They should remember the example of
Prahlad, the gallant youth who defied Hiranyakashipu the swordsman, because
his God was with him.
If a certain leader of theirs became haughty or over-bearing he should
be removed. They should cultivate within themselves the attributes of Words-
worth's "[Character of the] Happy Warrior". Swaraj was no difficult thing
to achieve.
The next condition for swaraj was charkha. It was said in the Punjab
that spinning was the work of women. But the inventor of the spinning-jenny in
England was a man, Hargreaves by name. Similarly it was said that cooking
was the special work of ladies. In a Paris hotel there was a cook who was an
expert. He knew far better the art of cooking than any lady could lay claim to.
He was drawing a pay equal to that of the Viceroy of India. He was not sure
whether the Viceroy deserved the large salary he was in receipt of but he knew
that the Paris cook deserved his pay. They should remember that it is their duty
1 Swami Dayanand Saraswati (1824-83); founder of the Arya Samaj